
ORDINANCE NO. ___ 

ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 10.25 SPEED LIMITS AND AMENDING 

SECTION 10.20.010 OF TITLE 10 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC IN THE COTATI 

MUNICIPAL CODE 

The City Council for the City of Cotati does hereby ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1.  Chapter 11.25 Speed Limits shall be added to Title 10 Vehicles and Traffic 

in the Cotati Municipal Code, to read as follows: 

11.25.010 - Engineering and Traffic Survey.  

It is hereby determined by this City Council upon the basis of an Engineering and Traffic 

Survey made upon those certain portions of the City Streets as set out in this section and 

upon the basis of the findings of these investigations, that each portion of the City Streets 

as set out in this section should have a prima facie speed limit as herein designated and 

the Council further determines that these prima facie speed limits are set in accordance 

with the California Vehicle Code to facilitate the orderly movement of traffic and are 

reasonable and safe for the portions of the City Streets as are herein listed under each of 

the prima facie speed limits. 

11.25.020 - Authority and Purpose.  

This section is passed upon the authority of the California Vehicle Code and is for the 

purpose of establishing prima facie speed limits on those portions of the City Streets 

where the prima facie speed limits are not apparent. 

11.25.030 - Twenty-Five (25) Miles Per Hour.  

The following portions of the City Streets are hereby declared to have a prima facie speed 

limit of twenty-five (25) miles per hour: 

Name of Street Location 

Commerce Boulevard Old Redwood Highway to City Limits 

Old Redwood Highway East Cotati Avenue/West Sierra Avenue to McGinnis Circle 

Valparaiso Avenue West Sierra Avenue to Lund Hill Lane 

11.25.040 - Thirty (30) Miles Per Hour.  

The following portions of the City Streets are hereby declared to have a prima facie speed 

limit of thirty (30) miles per hour: 

Name of Street Location 

East Cotati Avenue Old Redwood Highway to 500 Feet West of La Salle Avenue 

Old Redwood Highway SR 116 to East Cotati Avenue/West Sierra Avenue 

West Sierra Avenue East School Street to City Limits 

West Sierra Avenue East School Street to Old Redwood Highway 

Valparaiso Avenue Lund Hill Lane to Old Redwood Highway 
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11.25.050 - Thirty-Five (35) Miles Per Hour.  

The following portions of the City Streets are hereby declared to have a prima facie speed 

limit of thirty-five (35) miles per hour: 

Name of Street Location 

East Cotati Avenue 500 Feet West of La Salle Avenue to City Limits 

Old Redwood Highway McGinnis Circle to City Limits 

Redwood Drive SR 116 to City Limits 

 

11.25.060 - Forty (40) Miles Per Hour.  

The following portions of the City Streets are hereby declared to have a prima facie speed 

limit of forty (40) miles per hour: 

Name of Street Location 

Reserved  

 

11.25.070 - Forty-Five (45) Miles Per Hour.  

The following portions of the City Streets are hereby declared to have a prima facie speed 

limit of forty-five (45) miles per hour: 

Name of Street Location 

Reserved  

  

11.25.080 - Fifty (50) Miles Per Hour.  

The following portions of the City Streets are hereby declared to have a prima facie speed 

limit of fifty (50) miles per hour: 

Name of Street Location 

Reserved  

  

11.25.090 - Fifty-Five (55) Miles Per Hour.  

The following portions of the City Streets are hereby declared to have a prima facie speed 

limit of fifty-five (55) miles per hour: 

Name of Street Location 

Reserved  

 

SECTION 2.  Section 10.20.010 of Chapter 10.20 Administration, Title 10 Vehicles and 

Traffic of the Cotati Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 

In addition to any other duties and responsibilities imposed by this title and other 

provisions of this code or state law, the city traffic engineer shall be responsible for the 

following: 

A. The designation, location and removal of no parking zones and red zones 

(except bus red zones); 

B. The designation, location and removal of stop signs and yield signs; 

C. Recommendations to the city council on appropriate street engineering 

standards, including the designation, location and removal, through streets, road 

undulations, commercial vehicle prohibitions, school zones, one-way streets, traffic 

signals, keep clear locations, and permanent street closures. 
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D. Recommendations to the city council on maximum posted speed limits, based 

on the requirements of the California Vehicle Code. 

 

SECTION 3.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentenced, clause, phrase or 

portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 

competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent 

provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 

 

SECTION 4.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days 

after the date of adoption. 

 

SECTION 5.  Posting.  The City Clerk shall cause this ordinance to be posted and/or 

published within fifteen (15) days after the date of adoption. 

 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing ordinance was duly introduced at a 

regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Cotati held on the 25
th

 day of 

November, 2014 by the following vote, to wit: 

 

 

SKILLMAN  

MOORE  

DELL’OSSO  

HARVEY  

LANDMAN  

Approved:______________________________ 

     Wendy Skillman, Mayor 

 

Attest:____________________________ 

Tamara Taylor, CMC 

Deputy City Clerk 

 

 

 

This document is a true and correct copy of 

Ordinance Number _______ and has been 

published or posted pursuant to law. California 

Government Code § 40806 

 
_______________________________ 

Tamara Taylor, CMC, Deputy City Clerk 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

6. ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC SURVEY (Engineering/Public Works) (Action)

City Engineer/Director of Public Works Damien O’Bid presented the staff report.

Mayor Landman opened the public hearing. The following individuals addressed the Council:

Neil Hancock of Cotati (expressed concern for safety of pedestrians and bicyclists; submitted

written correspondence regarding the item)

George Barich, of Cotati (supported)

Greg Karraker of Sonoma County (commented on the item)

Jenny Blaker of Cotati (expressed concerns regarding the proposed ordinance)

There being no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Landman closed the public hearing.

City Engineer O’Bid addressed questions and concerns expressed by members of the public and

council related to the location of the survey equipment, safety of drivers if the speed limit is raised

on East Cotati Avenue, the issue of speed limits being enforceable by  radar if the speed limits are

not adjusted, variables that may have affected the survey results.

Discussion ensued, with the Council expressing concern about the safety of raising the speed limit,

particularly in residential areas, particularly Valparaiso Avenue, the enforceability of the speed

limits, and concerns about what is required to reduce speed limits.

Council concurred in general support of the study and further agreed to continue the item and 

directed staff to confer with the consultant regarding the recommended speed limits. 

Moved by Vice Mayor Dell’Osso, seconded by Councilmember Skillman, and passed unanimously 

to accept the Engineering and Traffic Survey and continue discussion of the proposed ordinance. 

Brief discussion ensued with City Attorney Donoghue in response to a question from the Council 

about continuing discussion of the ordinance. 

Moved by Vice Mayor Dell’Osso, seconded by Councilmember Skillman, and passed 4-1 

(Councilmember Harvey voting no) to reconsider the prior vote. 

Moved by Vice Mayor Dell’Osso, seconded by Councilmember Skillman and passed 4-1 

(Councilmember Harvey voting no) to accept the Engineering and Traffic Survey and to introduce 

an ordinance adding Chapter 10.25 (Speed Limits) and amending Section 10.20.010 of Title 10 

(Vehicles and Traffic) in the Cotati Municipal Code (CMC). 
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